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Shinran’s Joy of Embracing the Pure Land

Teachings -
Celebrating the 850™ Year
of Shinran Shonin’s Birth
and 800" Year of
Establishment of Jodo
Shinshu (Shin Buddhim) —
Part 3/3 —

Life of Nembutsu enables us
to appreciate every encounter

Hello, everyone. Hope you are safe and doing well. My
article this month is the last episode of Shinran Shonin’s life,
focusing on his return to Kyoto and the reason why the
Kydgyoshinshd was written.

Return to Hometown Kyoto

Over twenty years had passed since Shinran Shonin was
exiled to Echigo (Niigata) from Kyoto and went to Kanto
areas at the age of forty-two. During that time, the ripple of
the Nembutsu teaching reached out the eight provinces of
the Kanto (Tokyo areas) to the northeastern Japan. Even
though Shinran said that he had had no disciples, there
were more than seventy followers in the Kanto areas,
among them including governors of provinces and local
lords. If counting his total number of followers, there were
probably a hundred thousand people who listened to his
interpretation of Amida Buddha'’s teaching. Even though the
Kanto areas at that time were influenced by Shingon and
Tendai schools, more and more people wanted to hear the
Nembutsu teaching and appreciated Shinran’s message
and explanations. Leaving many direct disciples and
followers out, Shinran finally left for his hometown Kyoto
probably in 1232 C.E. at the age of sixty. Neither the exact
date nor the reason for his departure from the Kanto area
are definitely known. Most of the scholars estimate that
Shinran returned to Kyoto sometime between 1230 and
1237. Some scholars say that Eshinni accompanied
Shinran, but she later left Kyoto and moved back to her
hometown Echigo along with their three children to take
care of the land and workers inherited from her family.

Their youngest daughter Kakushinni was married to a
member of the Hino family, and after being widowed she
remained in Kyoto with Shinran.

Passion of Writing and Making Copies

After a long journey from Kanto on foot, Shinran settled near
Gojo-Nishinotoin in Kyoto. The image of Koen-temple is
probably the place Shinran stayed for a while.

Interestingly, this location is very close to my grandparents’
house. Shinran moved from one place to another. It was an
intellectually vibrant time to compose his major books. He
worked on many writings including the Notes on Essentials
of Faith Alone, Notes on Once-Calling and Many-Calling,
Notes on the Inscriptions on Sacred Scrolls, the Hymns
(Wasan) of the Pure Land; The Pure Land Masters; and the
Dharma-Ages, and his opus magnum Kyogyoshinsho,
formal name Ken-jédo-shinjitsu-kyo-gyo-shé-monrui.
Shinran also wrote many letters to respond to the Kanto
followers about their questions. His economic circumstances
were austere, and he was sustained by the generous gifts
received from his Kanto followers.

Tragedy to Disown Zenran

After Shinran left the Kanto area, disturbance arose
because of the appearance of radical nembutsu proponents
among Shinran’s followers. Those advocating licensed evil
that is, indulgence in wrongdoing because birth in Pure
Land seems assured, dominated and soon began to
stigmatize Shinran’s followers. Though his teaching differed
profoundly from the prevailing Buddhism of the period,
Shinran was in no way a proponent of licensed evil. He
attempted to communicate his views in letters to Kanto
followers and in conversation with those who visited him in
Kyoto. It was difficult to discuss, however, being so far
away.

In the end Shinran dispatched his son, Zenran to Kanto to
have him explain Shinran’s teaching correctly. However,
Zenran’s handling of the situation turned out in an overly
zealous and dictatorial manner. He even lied to Shinran’s
disciples that he had received a secret teaching from his
father Shinran and told them to leave the propagation of the
nembutsu to other people of superior power. Zenran's
unexpected activities caused much confusion and
resentment among the Kanto disciples. When hearing this
shocking news, Shinran disowned Zenran in 1256 to ratify
Zenran’s false claims. This incident caused Shinran unfold
grief and deep disappointment, because he trusted his own
son and expected he would be able to work with his
followers by delivering the true teaching.

(Continued on page 3)
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Group Karma - It’s Nothing Personal

In December 2012, | was in Japan for second level minister
ordination called Kyoshi. We practiced chanting, rituals and
etiquette but we were also able to attend lectures on
Buddhism by some of the leading Japanese Buddhist
scholars.

One of these lectures covered the four main teachings of
Buddhism:

1.Interdependence
2.lmpermanence (Anatman)
3.Karma

4. Transmigration
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Here are my notes from that day:

The professor said that the first two are uniquely Buddhist
while the second two predate Buddhism. Karma and
transmigration were part of the spiritual background of the
Buddha’s time. Thus, the Buddha had to address these
teachings within the Buddhist context of interdependence
and impermanence. Often times the Buddha would use the
traditional language of karma and transmigration in order to
reinterpret them as something that is flowing in the “here
and now” rather than being fixed in the “there and then”.

The problem is that all four of these teachings arrived in
China at the same time so they were all given equal
emphasis as they are in America. Compounding the
problem is that karma is a very ancient concept with many
different interpretations. In India, karma was often explained
as if it was some sort of moral currency. In effect, you had a
personal karma bank account. When you behaved well your
balance went up and when you did not then withdrawals
were made. The goal was to just stay in the black whenever
possible. This was intended as a metaphor but became
interpreted literally.

In America, the notion of karma also has an overlay of
Christian morals and ethics. | often hear this type of thinking
within popular cultural. For example, on TV, whenever
someone gets into a car accident they often attribute it to
having bad karma, a sort of moral and ethical retribution
system for previous bad acts. It is the universe getting even
with you.

From a Buddhist perspective, | would describe Buddhist
karma as the circumstances that are created for you and
your life. Some are of your own doing but the majority is not.
This is because another aspect of karma is that there are
two kinds of karma. One is personal karma and the other is
group karma. When | hear discussions of karma it is almost
always about our personal karma. | think this is because
Americans are very individualistic and we prize free will. We
want to believe we can control our own destiny. We can, but

only up to a point.

Personal karma is the way we treat others and the way we
see the world. Through practice we can develop new habits
of behavior. We can also change the direction of our lives by
simply associating with a different group of people. For
example, the Buddhist Sangha is a perfect place to change
the circumstances of our lives by developing new habits.

But group karma is much different and is often ignored. Our
group karma is when we were born, where we were born,
the language we speak and the country we live in. It also
includes the circumstances of our upbringing. For example,
the death of a loved one can change our circumstances in
an instance. We cannot really behave our way out of these
situations. They are just so much bigger than we are. For
example, living through World War Two would be such a
defining event.

We have to find another way to deal with group karma. We
may not be able to behave our way out of these
circumstances but we can transcend them. This is possible
due to the first two teachings of the Buddha listed above.
Group karma is ultimately interdependent and impermanent.
Bad times do not stand alone in an eternal isolation from
reality itself. Even the bad things in life are not fixed or
permanent. We often focus on the transient nature of our
youth and health but bad things also fade due to the
processes of interdependence and impermanence.

To the American ear, personal karma is something positive,
something we have control over and can change, while
group karma sounds pessimistic and somewhat defeatist.
But as Joseph Campbell says, this is not the only conclusion
you could draw from group karma. Seen in a positive light,
group karma means that you are not a victim, it is not your
fault. Things did not go wrong because you simply did not
try hard enough.

Tara Brach, an American psychologist, author, and
proponent of Buddhist meditation, observes that we choose
guilt and self-blame in order to protect and preserve an
imagined sense of self-control. We prefer to embrace
personal karma as of a form self-help rather than
transcending our group karma by accepting that what we
actually control in our lives is quite small. Personal karma is
still worth some attention but not at the expense of
abandoning all hope of finding new meaning within the
events of our lives. We may not be able to practice them
away but we can reimagine them as something deeply
spiritual and transformative. Your circumstances may not
change but your appreciation of them does.

Namuamidabutsu,
Rev Jon Turner
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Shinran’s Joy of Embracing the Pure Land
Teachings (Continued from page 1)

Motivation to Complete the Kyogyoshinsho

Jodoshinshu Hongwanjiha regards 1224 as the year when
the teaching of Jodoshinshu was established as Shinran
had completed the draft of Kydgydshinsho. It is said that
Shinran finally returned to his hometown Kyoto in order to
complete that book by referring to many Buddhist sutras and
commentaries stored in temples in Kyoto. Kydgyoshinshé
was written in the Sino-Japanese for educated Buddhist
monks, not for ordinary people. Then what was the purpose
to write the Kydgydshinshé? It was to defend Honen and his
teaching against the petition of Kofukuji and Myoe’s
denunciation particularly Honen’s interpretation of the Bodhi
-citta (mind of Bodhi, F¥#Z.»). | cannot talk about the
doctrinal issue in the limited space, but | hope to have an
opportunity to explain it some other time.
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Shinran’s original writing of Kyégydshinshd

Shinran’s Birth in the Pure Land

Shinran at the age of 90 departed to the Amida’s land on
January 16, 1263, according to the Gregorian calendar,
which was November 28, 1262 in the lunar calendar. His
youngest daughter Kakushinni and his disciples who were in
Kyoto with him, notified his wife Eshinni, who was in Echigo,

of his death. Shinran continued reciting the Nembutsu until
breathing his last. Kakushinni built Shinran’s tomb in
Toribeno at the foot of Higashiyama. Later in 1272 it was
moved to the land in western Otani that Kakushinni had
inherited from her second husband Zennen Onomiya, which
became the Otani Hombyo (Mausoleum).

| hope you have enjoyed three episodes about Shinran’s life
and the meaning of establishment of Jodoshinshu teaching.
Shinran praised his teacher Honen in the Hymns of the Pure
Land Masters:

Through countless kalpas and innumerable lives,
We did not know the powerful condition of liberation;
Were it not for our teacher Genkd (Honen),
This present life also would pass in vain.
[CWS |, p.387, edited]

Namo Amida Butsu
Rev. Dr. Mutsumi Wondra

Shinran’s last moment facing the western direction
with head north

2023 Memorial Day Service Schedule

Cemetery Visitations
Monday, May 29th

9:00 AM - Forest Lawn, Cypress (Rev. Dr. Wondra)
9:40 AM - OCBC (Revs. Dr. Wondra and Turner)

10:45 AM - Westminster (Rev. Turner)

11:30 AM - Good Shepherd, Huntington Beach (Rev. Turner)

12:30 PM - Melrose Abbey (Angeles Lawn), Anaheim (Rev. Turner)
1:00 PM - Fairhaven (South) Santa Ana (Rev. Dr. Wondra)
1:45 PM - Fairhaven (North) Santa Ana (Rev. Dr. Wondra)
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Honoring Our Mother, No Matter What

May is an important month for several reasons. Gotan-e
commemorates our founder, Shinran Shonin’s birth.
Memorial Day honors all American veterans who gave their
lives in sacrifice to our nation. Mother’s Day expresses our
appreciation for the person who gave us life. In this article |
have chosen to focus on Mother’s Day, based on a dharma
talk | gave a few years ago. It expresses sentiments we
might want to keep in mind not only for Mother’s Day, but
every day.

If you are alive, you have or had a mother, and your
relationship to that person is as complex and varied as the
number of people on the planet. We tend to think of and
celebrate Mother’'s Day with an ideal of a mother who was
nurturing, caring, loving and protective. Sadly, that ideal
doesn’t hold true for everyone. Perhaps you didn’t have that
kind of mother, or maybe no mother at all. For many of us
our relationship to that one person we call mother might be
very complicated. We will explore a way to view that
relationship with gratitude, and honor her, no matter the
reality of that connection. The Buddhist path gives us a way
to do so.

Mother's Day is the day we honor our mothers and
acknowledge our appreciation for their sacrifices and efforts
to raise us. We never truly realize how difficult that task is
until we become parents ourselves. There is an ancient
Chinese proverb that says, “We do not become adults until
we become parents ourselves.” This proverb expresses the
understanding that parenting is part of an important human
experience.

Buddhism teaches us to acknowledge and be one with the
reality of whatever circumstance we find ourselves in.
Difficult relationships and situations are the most
challenging for us to apply the teachings to, but they are
perhaps the most important ones for us to learn from. We
know we can’t wish for a different reality, but through a
process of reflection and insight maybe we can change our
perception and understanding of our reality.

| especially appreciate the example that Dr. Nobuo Haneda
gives us in his narrative entitled “Three Views of My Father.”
In it he describes a dysfunctional family headed by an angry
and argumentative father who divorced Nobuo’s mother
when Nobuo was one, sent her away, never to be seen
again. Nobuo never knew her name or what she looked
like. His father married twice more, when Nobuo was five
and again when he was twelve. His first stepmother
preferred her own daughter and mistreated Nobuo and his
brother. As a motherless child of a dysfunctional family
dealing with the shame of divorced parents, Nobuo’s first
view of his father was as the cause of his sad and difficult
childhood and was therefore “an object of my hate.”

In high school Nobuo began attending a Christian church
due to the influence of a deeply respected junior high school
teacher. This teacher also encouraged his students to read
the classics and thus Nobuo discovered the works of Leo
Tolstoy, especially his religious writings. Nobuo entered
Tokyo University motivated to major in Russian. It was at
University that he encountered Buddhism for the first time
through the writings of Shuichi Maida. Through his study of
religion, Nobuo’s animosity towards his father gradually

turned to compassion. He realized that his father too was a
victim of his difficult circumstances. As the oldest son his
father's parents lived with him. His mother was mean,
selfish, and demanding. Nobuo’s father also had three
difficult sisters who made life impossible for all of his wives.
As a result, Nobuo’s father was an unhappy, frustrated and
bitter person.

In 2005 Nobuo’s father passed away while Nobuo was in
Japan. By this time Nobuo was a noted and respected
Buddhist scholar and teacher. At the end his father was
completely dependent on the help of others to feed and care
for him. He could do nothing but lie in bed, unable to speak,
never smiling, and deeply depressed.

After his passing when Nobuo thought about all the things
that had happened between him and his father, he reflected
upon what his father had meant in his life. Nobuo could not
help but feel deep gratitude towards his father. He said, “All
the sad and unfortunate things that had happened in my life,
those things that | had hated and deplored, became objects
of my gratitude. The fact that he had a couple of divorces
became an object of my gratitude. The fact that he had
constant arguments with his wives became an object of my
gratitude. The fact that he criticized my interest in religion
became an object of my gratitude. Even the way he died,
deeply depressed without having any warm feelings toward
others including me, became an object of my gratitude.”

“l thought all these things were indispensable conditions for
my life. All the things that he did or did not do were powerful
and valuable teachings for me. Without them | would not
have become interested in Christianity and Buddhism. |
totally owe to him what | am today.”

Buddhist teachers tell us that if we truly understand the
dharma, we come to appreciate everything that comes into
our lives. All the people that we have loved, hated,
respected, and despised are actually teachers or Buddhas
in disguise; they appear before us to guide us to the
dharma. There is truth in this teaching. This month we
honor that person who gave us life, our mother. She is
absolutely indispensable to our existence and if we value
our own life, we must also express our appreciation to the
person who gave us birth. We would not be who we are
today without her, not matter what kind of mother she
happened to be. The Buddhist teachings help us to
understand her more fully as a human being and to feel
gratitude for her life.

Namo Amida Butsu
Rev. Ellen Hamada Crane

Memorial Day
Monday, May 29, 2023

NOKOTSUDO VISITATION
9amto 1 pm
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The Shin Reader — My Favorite Shin Books

Last month’s column was about books that are the
foundation of Shin Buddhism, namely,
the Larger Sutra of Immeasurable Life,
together with Shinran’s writings. In
absolute terms, these scriptures are the
“favorite Shin books” of those who follow
the path that Shinran identified.
However, turning to the writings of our
| own era, we might have a list of books
~ that are personal favorites. Allow me to
share three of mine with you. They are:
Heard by Me, CWS Volume Il, and
Awaken to Your True Self.

My first contact with Buddhism was in 2006 when, owing to
the death of Janis’s brother, we met Rev. Marvin Harada
and Mrs. Sachi Ochiai, who would become our Buddhist
teachers. As we discovered, they were long-time students
of Dr. Nobuo Haneda. The first lecture by Haneda Sensei
that | attended was the 2008 Ohigan Seminar in OCBC'’s old
social hall. For a year prior to the seminar, | had been
learning about Shinran’s teaching through Heard by Me:
Essays on My Buddhist Teacher by Shiichi Maida,
translated and introduced by Dr. Haneda. Becoming
acquainted with Maida Sensei and with his teacher Rev.
Haya Akegarasu was a turning point for me. The first
chapter of Heard by Me, «called “Meeting with
Impermanence,” showed me that | was a Buddhist, and its
subsequent chapters showed me that | would be a follower
of Shinran’s Dharma path. This change of direction was
unexpected. Judging from my life up to that point, it
appeared certain that | would live out my days as a secular
person. That | am still on the Dharma path is to a large
extent due to the kind influence of Haneda Sensei and his
lineage of teachers (Shaichi Maida, Haya Akegarasu, and
Manshi Kiyozawa). Had | been presented only with the
representation of Shinran that one finds in institutional forms
and doctrines, | might have reverted to the secular path.

In the summer of 2010, | began a year of study in the BCA’s
Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course, which led me to
another favorite book, The Collected Works of Shinran,
Volume Il. The second volume of the CWS is sadly and
unjustifiably neglected in the BCA. Within it one does not
find the writings of Shinran but rather introductions,
glossaries, and reading aids prepared by present-day
commentators. The authorship of the introductory essays is
not made clear, but it appears they were prepared under the
influence of Yoshifumi Ueda, a noted Shin teacher of the
last century. For me, the class materials in the Jodo
Shinshu Correspondence Course seemed not to represent
the picture of Shinran that was being brought into focus by
my other teachers. This led me to make a close study of the
insightful essays in CWS Volume Il, and | came away
feeling that | had not been mistaken about Shinran. It also
showed me the necessity of comparing received doctrines
with the possible meanings contained in the original text
(hint: they often differ!). None of us in 21% century America
can absorb Shinran’s writings without a way into their
historical context and nomenclature, and CWS Volume I/
provides a point of entry. Unlike Zen Buddhism (which is
said to be “not founded upon words”), Shinran’s Dharma
path is conveyed through words and phrases, many of
which have special meanings that we must come to

appreciate. Accessing the nomenclature is essential here,
and CWS Volume Il is a great place to start. However, if
Buddhist words are not for you, then you may want to give
Zen atry.

Rounding out my trio of personal favorites is Hideo
Yonezawa’'s Awaken to Your True Self: The Shin
Buddhist Way of Life, translated by Marvin Harada and
published by the Buddhist Education Center as a paperback
(2017), as a Kindle eBook (2021), and recently as an
audiobook (2023). Hideo Yonezawa (1909-1991) was a
Japanese physician who lectured and wrote extensively on
Shin Buddhism from a layperson’s perspective. He explains
the Shin Buddhist way of life in a conversational tone,
touching on key aspects of Shinran’s teaching using
everyday language. | have read or listened to the book at
least a dozen times, and on every run-through, | continue to
find greater depth in the author's explanations. Shinran’s
teaching is most clearly embodied in the self-awareness and
resilience of Buddhist followers who have awakened to their
true self. Thus, the closing chapter, “People Who Live with
Shinjin,” describes the life-examples of eleven Shin
Buddhist laypeople whom the author had the good fortune
to meet. Each of these stories shines like a polished gem.
Even if the other books presented in the Shin Reader are
not for you, please at least consider Awaken to Your True
Self. You say that you prefer not to read anything? Well,
we made a Yonezawa audiobook, for gosh sakes! You
could always just listen...

Gassho, Jim Pollard

[To find the BEC's eBooks and audiobooks, type in the
Amazon search bar: “Hideo Yonezawa Awaken” or “Gyodo
Haguri Awareness”.]

O EVERYDAY BUDDHIST

Study Buddhism
Anytime, Anywhere.

Designed for both new seekers and
long-term practitioners, Everyday
Buddhist can guide you in developing

a contemporary and authentic Buddhist
understanding for a deeper life.

Learn With
EVERYDAYBUDDHIST.ORG
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President’s Message

Now that I'm babysitting my grandchildren, one of the
activities | enjoy is taking them for a stroller ride. On a
recent walk, | was accompanied by my son and my
husband. We were walking down our street and came
across a neighbor who had installed some type of animal/
pest repeller device that emits sound waves at a frequency
that is supposedly only audible to animals. When we walked
past the home my son instantly started complaining about a
noise that was hurting his ears and head, and we realized
that it was coming from the device. Of course, | couldn’t
hear anything, and we joked that it was because | was too
old, but then my husband, Kevin, said he could hear the
sound. | was a little surprised because he’s older than |, but
he insisted that he could hear it, but it didn’t bother him like
it had our son. As we continued walking | started to get sad
that | couldn’t hear the sound, but then | started to think,
“Hmmm, if Kevin can hear the sound so well, then why is it
that | feel like he can’t hear me when we’re going over our
schedules or when I'm telling him about my day? ” Then |
realized we needed to walk past a “listening device” so |
could see what kind of score he would register on that
device. Haha.

But seriously, | know our Sangha hears and listens very
well. During this past month, there were a few events where
the Sangha’s support was requested to help raise funds for
our Building and General Funds, and the Sangha heard and
listened to the requests and responded with great
enthusiasm, generosity, and attendance. The first of these
events was the Bingo Fundraiser on March 25th. It was
such a fun afternoon with a packed MPB of guests laughing,
eating, winning prizes, and just having fun. Thank you to
Calvin Togashi and the Bingo Committee for organizing the
event to raise funds for our Building Fund. On April 9th the
Girl Scouts hosted the Hanamatsuri Service luncheon to
raise funds for their troops. They provided a delicious
obento luncheon that again gave the Sangha the
opportunity to socialize and enjoy a meal together after
listening to the Hanamatsuri Dharma message provided by
Rev. Koyama of Palo Alto Buddhist Temple. Finally,
the weekend of Aprii 15-16 was our Hanamatsuri
Festival. I'm writing this article before the actual weekend,
but | am sure with all the hours of planning by the Festival
Committee, the support of all the organizations, and
OCBC's reputation for delicious food, fun, and games, that
the event was a big success and helped raise funds for our
General Fund.

As we continue to the second half of the year, please let me
know if you have any suggestions for other events you
would like to see at OCBC or any other ideas or concerns. |
promise to do my best to hear and listen to your
suggestions. On a side note, | walked by the house with the
device again by myself, and | was able to hear the sound....

In Gassho,
Jo Ann Tanioka
OCBC President

OCBC WISH LIST

OCBC temple members have always been recognized for
their generosity and giving spirit, and for our Hanamatsuri
wish list, they once again stepped up and donated to the
wish list requests. From bags of sugar to cans of Spam to
rolls of paper towels, their generosity shined through.
Thank yous to the following:

Mary Jane Fujimura
David and Toby Fusato,
Karen Muramoto

Linda Okino

Fran and Roy Onishi
Bill and Janet Sakahara
Craig Shibata

Stacy St. James

Teri Whited

Linda Yamaguchi

Their donations made a difference. Thank you!

T

Hanamatsuri Raffle

We would like to express our appreciation to our Sangha
and guests for supporting Hanamatsuri with their donation of
purchasing raffle tickets. We especially would like to thank
all of our raffle prize donors with their generous donations of
items, gift cards and monetary contributions. With their
support, we were able to provide over 80 nice prizes.

Congratulations to our grand prize winners:
1st place $1000 — Sue Yokomi
2nd place $500 — Charles Uejo
3rd place $250 — Miika Fukuwa

In Gassho,
Carol Sakamoto
OCBC Festival Committee
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BWA News

After many damp days this season, it finally feels like the
stormy weather is finally behind us, but we’ll knock on wood
for good measure. With warmer weather comes concern
about floods, high pollen count, and yes, mosquitos! But on
the other hand, the positives far out-weigh the negatives so
stay away from flood-prone areas, put on sunscreen, take
allergy meds, cover-up those ankles from those ankle biters,
step outside to enjoy our beautiful SoCal weather, and meet
your friends at OCBC. With so many activities almost every
day, you’re sure to find something that tickles your fancy
and not your nose!

-Thank you to the BWA volunteers who distributed bentos
and prepared hot beverages for OCBC’s Bingo Fundraiser
on March 25th. It was a fun afternoon filled with many
games, prizes, and good company!

-On April 10th, we celebrated birthdays for Rumi Nakatani
and Misako Iwakoshi. 30 attendees enjoyed a tasty bento
which included crispy chicken tenders, crab and cucumber
salad, Brussels sprouts, and sweet pineapple and
cantaloupe. Please join us at our next senior luncheon on
May 1st as we enjoy another delicious meal with a
generous slice of birthday cake. Due to the upcoming

FBWA Convention, our luncheon will be held on the first
Monday instead of the second Monday of the month so

please mark your calendar.
T Ny LW T

-Thank you to everyone who supported our Pop-up Store on
April 2nd. Our next Pop-up event will be held on June 4th.
Please stop by and say hello to our team of friendly BWA
volunteers.

-The 2023 FBWA World Convention will be held in Kyoto in
May. Due to the number of BWA members attending the
800"/850™ anniversary celebration and tour, our next BWA
meeting will be held on Saturday, June 10th at 10:00 am in
the Kodo. Immediately following our meeting, the group will
travel to a Tea Party in Fullerton. Carpooling will be
available and more information will be disseminated as soon
as the details are finalized.

-BWA is in charge of the Father's Day luncheon on June
18th. Additional information will be available in the coming
months. Thank you in advance for your help as we
celebrate the dedicated fathers in our Sangha.

Questions: For general questions regarding BWA or its
activities, you may contact Lynn Black  at
BWA@orangecountybuddhist.org

In Gassho, Chris Nakamura

OCBC HANAMATSURI HANAMIDO

Our beautiful hanamido was once again on display in the
Hondo for our recent Hanamatsuri service. The history of
OCBC'’s flowered hanamido and the grand white elephant
that bears the garden replica reads like a who's who of the
temple. The original hanamido was built by and later
remodeled by Tak Kosakura and Roy Hayashi, and the task
of decorating it originally fell to Sachi Ochiai. Later the
decorating was handed to Yoko Yamashita and Paul and
Miyuki Fujimoto with the help of the Jr. YBA.

Our great white elephant was “commissioned” by OCBC
then President Ted Yamashita to replace a previous
structure that had fallen into disrepair. The task was
accepted by Bryan Furumoto and Gary Furumoto who was
a crafter of surfboards, and out of material from their
garage, our current elephant was created.

Fast forward to Hanamatsuri 2023 — Once again Jr. YBA
and adult advisors readied the hanamido. Special thanks
go to Joyce and Frank Yada, Paul and Miyuki Fujimoto, Joy
Aoyama, Lisa Osako, Suzette Furumoto, and Sallie Swun.
Our tradition continues in good hands.

s
i)

L
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Dharma School

The Dharma School did a fantastic job for the Hanamatsuri
service held on April 9" under the leadership of Laura
Yamamoto. A very special thank you to Laura for
organizing the service, from creating the written program to
organizing all the representatives, flowers, and putting DS
teachers in various positions to guide the students and
adults to the right places at the right time.

And thank you to her helpers, Irene Yamanishi, Teri Futaba,
Teri Whited, Marion Nishimura, Nancy Hara, Linda
Nakauchi, Joy Aoyama, Joyce Yada, Lauren Ueno, Bryan
Furumoto, and Seiji Steimetz.

Our hanamido looked beautiful! Many thanks to Joyce and
Frank Yada for their generous donation of the beautiful
flowers and organizing the building of the floral
hanamido. Thanks to Kyle Futaba for his help cleaning up
all the flowers at the end of service.

Thank you to Shannon Ueno for passing out the beautiful
programs made by our very own Dharma School
students. We got many compliments on how nice they all
looked.

Janet Sakahara, our service chairperson, also organized the
kids with the gatha that they beautifully sang.

Thank you, Janet and Merry, for organizing the entire DS
display. They worked very hard and gave much of their
time. The following people set up the display boards in
Rooms 11 & 12 for the Dharma School students’ work to be
displayed: Kevin Tanioka, Len, Teri, and Kyle Futaba, and
Seiji Steimetz. Thank you for your time!

A big thank you is extended to Merry Hiroshima for
providing the information above and so graciously thanking
the many people involved in our beautiful Hanamatsuri
service.

Dharma School Class Schedule:

May 7.

June 4, 11.

Classes beqgin _immediately after service and end at
11:30 am.

Upcoming Events:

May 14 — Mother’s Day Service (Attendance sheet for DS
credit will be available at the hospitality table.)

May 21 — Gotan-e Service and Hatsumairi Rites Ceremony
June 18 — Father’s Day All Music Service and Awards

June 25 — Family Service, No Dharma School until Sept. 10

Hatsumairi
21,2023
Hatsumairi Ceremony is an occasion for parents to present
their child to the Buddha and OCBC Sangha, formally for
the first time, so that they too can be embraced by the
teachings of the Buddha. The ceremony will be held on
May 21 during the Gotan-e service when we observe the
birth of Shinran Shonin.

(Infant Presentation to the Buddha) — May

Generous Acts of True Dana (Giving)
Our Dharma School has received a generous monetary
donation from Cheryl Higashi and Barry Morinaka. We

thank them for their thoughtfulness and their vision for the
future of our children by supporting our Dharma School
program to spread the Dharma. We sincerely appreciate
their generosity!

BCA'’s “My Offering” Fundraising Drive

This fundraiser supports education and training of Dharma
School teachers, provides new teaching materials, and
helps new ministers who are beginning to serve in a BCA
temple, particularly with the purchase of their new robes.The
fundraiser will continue through June. If you have not
received a letter regarding this fundraiser, please contact
your child’s DS teacher for details. Thank you in advance
for your generous donation that will tremendously help in
spreading the Dharma.

Attention High School and College Graduates

We are gathering names of high school and college
students graduating this school year, June 2023. Those
students in Rev. Crane’s class are on the list already.

Please send the following info to Joyce Yada at
jtyada@me.com or 714-423-8233:

Student’s name, address, phone #, email address, indicate
if high school or college, name of school, and degree
earned if college. Please send info as soon as possible as
the deadline was May 1, 2023. Please share this info with
friends who will be graduating.

Scrip Program’s new name -- “Dharma School Gift Card
Sales”

Our Dharma School Gift Card Sales will be available on the
1% and the 3" Sundays of each month from 9:30-11:30am
near the entrance of the hondo. Lynn Morita and Michael Li
will be our new coordinators for our gift card sales. Advance
orders can be made by emailing
dharma.school@orangecountybuddhist.org. This
program helps to provide the Dharma School teachers with
materials, conference fees, equipment, books, etc. We
want to extend appreciated thanks to the people who
support this program.

Welcoming New Students

If you are new to OCBC and would like to join Dharma
School, please contact us at
dharma.school@orangecountybuddhist.org or inquire at
our hospitality table. Dharma School includes students from
pre-school through high school. We welcome new students
at any time during the school year. In addition, if you know
of any families with age appropriate children who are
interested in Dharma School, please share our contact
information with them. Thank you.

Please stay healthy and safe!

In gassho, Gail Harada

Dharma School Scrip Program

Support the Dharma School
Scrip Program!!
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OCBC SCHOLARSHIPS
HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE

OCBC offers two types of scholarships to high school
seniors to encourage and support post high school
education: Talbert Gakuen Scholarships for college
education and Ben Sanematsu Scholarships for individuals
that are challenged and enrolled for continued education.

There are now three (3) scholarships for college students:
the OCBC Ministerial Scholarship, College Scholarship and
the Rev. and Mrs. T.S. Hirata Memorial College
Scholarship. The Rev. and Mrs. T.S. Hirata Scholarship is a
brand new opportunity for students who are enrolled in an
undergraduate or graduate level program. This scholarship
was created to offer some financial assistance to those
currently studying in college. The deadline for the Rev.
and Mrs. T.S. Hirata Scholarship is July 28, 2023.

Scholarship applications are available by request to:
Rick Oishi, ricksoishi@gmail.com or by mail:
4664 Portofino Circle, Cypress, CA 90630

Please indicate which scholarship application.

High School:  Talbert Gakuen Scholarship
Ben Sanematsu Scholarship
College: OCBC Ministerial Scholarship

OCBC College Scholarship
Rev. and Mrs. T.S. Hirata Memorial College
Scholarship

Application deadline for all scholarships, except the Rev.
and Mrs. T.S. Hirata Scholarship is May 30, 2023.

In gassho,
Rick Oishi

Tomodachi Bento Project

Have you heard about Tomodachi Bento Project? We are a
group of volunteers who deliver Asian-inspired foods to
homebound seniors in Orange County and spend a little
time with them to say “hi” and “how are you doing”. Every
now and then we have a volunteer who goes on vacation or
doesn’t feel well so we need substitute drivers to take their
route.

Our lives are constantly changing so we also are looking for
volunteer drivers to deliver lunches twice a month, usually
the 2" and 4™ Mondays. For example, we just had one
driver who became a grandma so she is babysitting and we
need a person to replace her.

For more information please contact Rumi Nakatani at
rumiko@sbcglobal.net.

Health benefits of Tai Chi

Why Not Try It Out?

Tai Chi focuses on mental and spiritual aspects integrated
into movement. This meditative form of exercise consists of
a series of movements and poses.

While tai chi is a gentle, low-impact activity, people are
advised to seek medical advice before starting, especially
older people, pregnant women, and those with back pain or
osteoporosis.

The benefits of tai chi are said to include the reduction of
stress, anxiety, and depression, and the enhancement of
mood, in both healthy people and in those with chronic
conditions.

Other benefits claimed for tai chi include:
eGreater aerobic capacity and muscle strength
eMore energy and stamina
eEnhanced flexibility, balance, and agility resulting in

better balance

eLower blood pressure and improved heart health
eReduced inflammation
eFewer falls.

There is evidence that tai chi can help improve cognitive
function and reduce the effects of dementia. It has been
shown to reduce inflammatory response in patients with
breast cancer, which may, say researchers, have
implications for breast cancer survivorship.

If you are looking for a low-impact, relaxing form of exercise,
try Tai Chi!

For information, email Rumi Nakatani at
rumiko@sbcglobal.net.
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Project Kokoro News ABA News
Family Day — Save the Date! Oct 8 Tadaima! We are back from our memorable trip to Japan!

A special day is being planned for all the generations to
enjoy an afternoon of crafts, games, activities, and
entertainment. Save the date and stay tuned for more
details and a flyer to come soon.

Bingo Centerpieces — Thank you!

Project Kokoro was assigned the task of taking care of the
centerpieces for Bingo. A huge thank you goes out to the
following volunteers who came out on the Friday night
before Bingo to help put together the table centerpieces with
the various donations received: Joanne Ishii, Linda/Jimmy
Ogata, Irene/Louie Yamanishi, Kyoko Suzuki, Judy Uyema,
and Wendy Marutani. This took several hours but everyone
was willing to stay until all the trays were completed. Thank
you also to Linda/Jimmy Ogata and Dorothy Matsuoka who
helped replenish trays the following day, keeping the Bingo
players very happy!

PK Craft Club Hanamatsuri Boutique

A big thank you to all the PK Craft members who assisted
with the Hanamatsuri Festival Boutique! A special shout out
to Kyoko Suzuki, Steve Ishii, and Rod Nishimura for all their
help with set-up and management of the boutique. It was
another successful event with many donations to OCBC.
ARIGATO!

Team Scattergories Game June 5
If you are interested in playing this fun and stimulating Zoom
game, Elease contact Marion Nishimura to sign up for the
June 5" game and to get the Zoom link. Game time is 10am
to 11am. Please login 10 minutes prior to the start time. If
you would like to play, or want more information, please
contact Marion: mieko4nish@gmail.com

PK Craft Club

If you are available Wednesday mornings from 9am to 12pm
— then plan to join PK Craft Club in the social hall. Have fun
as you work on current projects of fleece blankets, dog toys,
pillows, cards, wood puzzles and much more. Many items
are made to sell at Hanamatsuri and Obon Bazaar. For
details, please contact:

Dorothy Matsuoka: decmatsuoka@aol.com

or Rumi Nakatani: rumiko@sbcglobal.net

OCBC/Tanaka Farms CSA Program

Farm fresh seasonal produce delivered every other week for
members and affiliated organizations! PK member, Bonnie
Goodman, will offer recipes and meal ideas. To signup, visit:
https://csa.farmigo.com/join/tanakafarms

note: be sure to select OCBC as your “pick location”

To learn more, visit:

https://www.tanakafarms.com/about-csa

or contact Patty Nagatoshi: csa@tanakafarms.com

or PK member, Bonnie Goodman: bgood1@cox.net

PK Membership and Involvement

If you would like to become a PK Senior Member or would
like more membership information, please contact PK
President Liana Ogata: lianaogata3094@gmail.com

In gassho, Neddie Bokosky

Thanks to our leader Glen Morita, and to George Miyake,
Alan Endo, and Gordon Tani for all of their help and
expertise in ensuring a fun-filled journey. | think that the trip
meant something different for each member who attended.
There were many opportunities for “free time”, allowing
everyone to do what they wanted to do the most. For some,
like me, it was a chance to reconnect with family and do a
“satogaeri” (return to my mom’s hometown). Regardless of
the individual “take aways”, those who embarked on this trip
could all say that the ABA motto of “food, friendship, and
fun” was embedded throughout. Sakura was in full bloom,
and I'll never forget the beautiful daytime and nighttime
“‘ohanami” opportunities! Mt. Fuji was spectacular wearing a
crown of snow and providing such a clear view! Even the
weather, for the most part, was cooperative!

Thanks also to the BINGO crew, led by Karen Kino, for
helping to make this OCBC fundraiser a big success. Your
energy and efforts were truly appreciated! Can’t forget the
Hanamatsuri crew either! With everyone stepping up to do
their part, Chicken Teri ran very smoothly. It was great to
see friends gathering on the OCBC campus again. Mr.
Sarashina told me a story about how he and my dad went
golfing one day. My dad hit a great shot, but at the same
time, ripped his pants all down the backside! Sharing
memories is such a special part of our OCBC events. More
than the business aspect of the carnival, its the
interdependence, support and care, which are shared with
each other. Much gratitude to all!

With Gassho,
Jeanne Kumagai

Justa
reminder...

Korin Articles Due

May 14, 2023*
Email articles to:
OCBCKorin@GMAIL.com

*DWC, ST, JrYBA and Daion Taiko
may submit articles
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Boy Scout Troop 578

In the first few months of 2023, Boy Scout Troop 578 had
some amazing events. At our March Court of Honor, we
recognized several scouts’ rank advancements as well as
our newest Eagle Scouts. Congratulations to Matthew
Nakagawa, Alex Wakabayashi, and Austen Lock. These
scouts have worked very hard to reach such an amazing
goal. Matthew Nakagawa is also the first scout in Troop 578
to be a 2nd generation eagle scout. Both he and his father
are Eagle Scouts in Troop 578. We had two scouts age out,
Preston Sasaki and Alex Wakabayashi. They were both
hard-working scouts and we were honored to have them in
our troop. Troop 578 has had many Eagles and has one of
the highest Eagle Scout rates in the Orange County
Council.

A few of the scouts in our troop participated in a
backpacking trip to Anza Borrego Desert State Park for a
fun weekend of camping and hiking. They went down the
Dripping Springs Trail, a challenging 12-mile hike, and had
a fun time throughout.

During March, Troop 578 went to Firestone Campgrounds
for Camporee. It lasted from March 31 to April 2, it was a
very fun campout. It got really cold and really hot. Scouts
should know basic first-aid and knot-tying to be prepared for
whatever comes at them. The scouts participated in knot
relays, bows, and arrows, shooting a 22 caliber rifle, and go
-carting. These were only a few of the many fun events that
happened. Though we didn’t come in first place overall, we
did come in second. This is something to be proud of.

Before every campout, there's a “gear pull”, we have to get
all of our gear together from the scout room and load them
into the vehicles. After every campout, we have a clean-up,
where we bring all the gear back to the church and ready
for the next outing.

None of these events would have taken place without the
guidance of the Senior Patrol Leader (SPL), Assistant
Senior Patrol Leaders (ASPL), Patrol Leaders (PL), the
Scoutmaster, and all of the ASMs and Scouts who were
able to attend these events. Thank you so much for leading
us in all the events and activities, they wouldn’t be possible
without you.

Yours in Scouting,
Ryan Muramoto

Cub Scout Pack 578

Time is flying as we are in mid-April and our Wolves are
preparing for their first Pinewood Derby experience. Gaining
inspiration and wisdom at the Blue and Gold dinner, the
Wolves have been working tirelessly on their car since
February with hopes of taking home a trophy in one of the
various categories.

This year's Pack
Game Night was in
March, and it was M
quite a hit amongst
the Wolves as they &
enjoyed the open
gym concept at
OCBC. They spent
the night throwing
the football around,
playing pickle ball,
basketball, and even
a few rounds of
video games. At
some point with a
gentle nudge from
their parents the Wolves took a break from games to enjoy
the delicious tacos and aguas frescas. Another fun night in
the books!

-

In a recent den meeting, our
Wolves had the honor of
meeting a local first
responder, Mr. Kyle
Hatanaka who is a
firefighter and a medic for
LA County. Mr. Hatanaka
spent the hour talking to our
Wolves about life as a
| firefighter. He brought his
gear which consisted of a
helmet, boots, pants, coat,
S and breathing apparatus.
Our Wolves were full of
%, excitement and strength as
Y they put on 100 pounds of
gear with pride! We are
thankful for Mr. Hatanaka’s
time and service.

Best,
Ryan Ito, Wolf Den Leader
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Girl seout

During the winter and spring seasons, Girl Scout Daisy Troop
2041 has been participating in so many learning opportunities
and fun activities! It has been a busy time for our Daisies!

Earlier this year, Guide Dogs of America visited us and they
taught us how the dogs are trained, how to approach guide
dogs, and all about the hard work that they do. The Daisies
were even able to pet the guide dogs and interact with them!
The Daisies also participated in Girls’ Day activities where
they learned about taiko, were taught an odori dance, and
made candy sushi. The girls thoroughly enjoyed their first
OCBC Girls’ Day experience! In addition, the Daisies got to
visit a police station where they saw the police training room,
their workout room, and even stepped inside a jail cell! The
best part was that the tour guide was a female officer who
was a great role model for the girls. More recently, we also
had our first father/daughter activity since COVID. The
Daisies and Brownies had a fun game night with their dads or
father figures where they played “Minute-to-Win-It"-style

games, took pictures at the photo booth, and ate yummy food
and desserts. The girls and fathers alike had a lot of fun
throughout the evening! Also, throughout the first few months
of the year, the Daisies successfully navigated their first Girl
Scout cookie season and sold so many cookies! They did a
great job learning how to talk to adults, manage money, and
be great sales people. Of course, sampling the cookies is
always a perk!

We couldn’t have done all of these activities without the help
of our amazing Daisy parents! They have been instrumental
in making this year such a success. As we’re looking towards
the end of the year, we still have many activities to look
forward to. But most of all, we can’t wait to celebrate our first
graders who will be bridging over to Brownies. Hooray!

In gassho,
Julie Tanoue-Yao
Troop Leader

Weekly pickleball sessions In the MPB gym.

For more information:

Wednesdays 12:30p—2:30p session email Ryan @ rko7@hotmail.com

Weekend sessions (times based on gym availability)
email Jeff/Carol @ ocbcpickleball@gmail.com
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Bromﬁie?

Greetings! Troop 916 continues to grow even well into our
scouting year. Since our last update, we had 2 new girls join
us and we are now a troop of 13 amazing girls. Welcome
Emma and Karis!

We wrapped up cookie season in March and the girls did
great! We sold over 2000 packages of cookies as a troop.
The troop also had a very successful food drive. We
collected and delivered a trunk full of donations to the Cal
State Fullerton Food Pantry. Thank you to all who
contributed!

At the end of March, we brought back the Daisy-Brownie
Father and Daughter event. This year we did a game night
and after a 3 year hiatus, it was really heartwarming to have
this special night again. Many thanks to Chrissy S. and
Irene T. for organizing the event.

In April, a few of the girls attended Girl Scout Day at the
Richard Nixon Presidential Museum to earn their
democracy badge. They also learned that President Nixon’s
daughters were Brownies just like them.

As we wind down, the girls
are looking forward to
completing their second
leadership journey, led by B
Cadette Troop 675, to their %
San Diego Safari Roar &
Snore sleepover, and to
bridging for our 3™ grade
Brownies.

In gassho,
Joycelyn Li-Osato

juniors

Lots going on for the Juniors! It has been a full, fun-packed
and exciting month for them. Cookies sales wrapped up and
they moved full steam ahead into Junior Jam. Every Friday
for several months, the girls prepared for their “Heroes and
Villains” themed Junior Jam camping event which took
place in Long Beach April 14-April 16. The girls worked

hard to collaborate and learn new skills, as well as be
creative in how they wanted to express themselves.

During Junior Jam, the girls competed against other Girl
Scout troops in a variety of camping skills such as compass
and ftrail signs, emergency preparedness, first aid, knife,
tents, knots, and more. The girls made their own costumes
and props and had a great time.

After Junior Jam, the Juniors enjoyed a fun weekend
sleeping over at SeaWorld in San Diego. They participated
in behind-the-scenes tours and slept in the Turtle Reef
exhibit. After the sleepover, they got to enjoy the park.

Finally, the 5th Grade Juniors participated in their bridging
ceremony at Disneyland. Congratulations to those girls!

If you know of any 4" or 5™ grade girls who are interested in
joining Juniors, please reach out to: Stacy Yamanishi
at Stacyyama@gmail.com or Mary Jane Morimoto
at mj.moto212@gmail.com.

In Gassho,
Teresa Shimogawa
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. 3
Radettes

i,

The months of February and March were very fun and
eventful for the Girl Scout Cadette Troop 675. On February
25th, OCBC celebrated Girl's Day 2023. The celebration
started with Koto and Taiko performances. The Cadettes
helped out at different stations throughout the event such as
frame decorating, odori (dancing), and making beaded
keychains. In addition, the Cadettes taught the Daisies how
to play taiko, and how to make candy sushi. It was nice to
celebrate Girl's Day in person and to see everybody dressed
in their yukatas and kimonos. We also had the 2022 Nisei
Week Queen and Princess as our special guests.

March 5th was Girl Scout Sunday. The Cadettes brought
desserts they made out of Girl Scout Cookies to share with
the Sangha. Some of the desserts were Apple Peanut
Oatmeal Crisp using the Peanut Butter Sandwich cookies,
Brownie Surprise using Peanut Butter Patties cookies,
Cookie Delight using Thin Mints cookies, Caramel Delights
Bark using Caramel Delights cookies, and Lemon Chiffon
Cooler using Lemonades cookies. They were all very
delicious!

On Friday, March 10th, Troop 675 helped the Brownies
complete their Wonders of Water Journey by completing
activities related to saving water. We played a game of
icebreakers, so everyone could get to know each other.
Then we brought out supplies to teach the Brownies the
parts of water, saving water, cleaning water and made some
fun crafts about water.

SRR itin3 i =4

The Cadettes led the Flag Ceremony on April 7th followed
by a meeting with the Brownies to continue teaching them
about saving water by making skits.

Lastly, we celebrated Hanamatsuri “in person” the weekend
of April 15-16th, which was so much fun! There was food,
baked goods, and games, as well as various performances
and exhibits showcasing Japanese traditions and culture.
The Cadettes volunteered for various tasks such as bussing
and supporting game booths. Some of our Cadettes even
performed Taiko. Overall, it was a memorable time!

In Gassho,
Madison Nakao, Cadette Troop 675
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Senior/Ambassador Girl Scout Troop 881

Hello everybody! The Senior Ambassador troop has worked
hard the past couple of months to bring many memories
and events to life. On February 24, we had our annual
Hinamatsuri where girls from all our troops, as well as some
additional troops, were welcomed to celebrate Girl’s Day.
The night started with a lovely koto performance, by Stacey
Suzuki and Brianne Hanamoto, and was followed by a taiko
performance by our own Senior Ambassador members in
Daion Taiko. This event was a blast with the everso-popular
candy sushi station making its return as well as a new
crowd-favorite of Pokemon-ondo odori, led by the 2022
Nisei Week Crowned Queen Kristine Yada. Thank you to all
the troops and VIPs for making the event really special and
a night to remember.

March 12, 2023, was Girl Scout Sunday where everyone
dressed in their uniform, listened to Reverend Jon Turner’s
dharma message, listened to the Daisy and Brownie troops’
musical offering, and enjoyed delicious cookie desserts
made by the Cadettes. Our most recent meeting was the
Orange County Girl Scout’s Trefoil Trot, where girls walked
or trotted a 5k route. It was a real fun event that concluded
with free frozen yogurt from Yogurtland.

We will continue to work hard in these coming months, and
are looking forward to the Disneyland Bridging Event and
our end-of-year ceremony. We hope everyone is well!

In Gassho,
Shannon Ueno

In Memoriam

The Orange County Buddhist Church wishes to
express its deepest sympathies and condolences
to the families of the late:

Klete Kei lkemoto
Claude Hironori Kouchi

May the family members find solace and comfort
in the infinite compassion of Amida Buddha

Namo Amida Butsu

Services Conducted

Mar
20 Claude Hironori Kouchi, Funeral & 49-day Memorial
Service
25 Taeko Wakamatsu, 1-year Memorial Service
26 Klete Kei lkemoto, Funeral

Apr
01 Raymond Imahara, 1-year Memorial Service
01 Mitsue Imahara, 50-year Memorial Service
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The Orange County Buddhist Church gratefully Ohigan Service Donations Add’l
acknowledges the following for their very generous

donations, received and recorded from March 20, 2023

through April 15, 2023.

Shotsuki Hoyo Donations

Ando, Hazel/Heu, Leroy
Anonymous

Fujishige, Beth

Ganiko, Yuko

Hashiba, Grace
Ishihara, Kenji/Nancy
Ito, Kathy

Kawamura, Hideo/Jane
Kondo, Kei

Koyama, Hideyo
Kusano, Kirk/Gail
Minamide, Donna
Nakagaki, Hiromichi/Kaoru
Nakawatase, Mickie
Nekota, Stephen/Joanne
Ochi, Hiroyuki/Emi
Sakahara, Bill/Janet
Sawada, Howard/Mika
Sunada, John/Mary
Tanaka, Gordon
Tsuruta, John
Yamakawa, Yoko

Orei to the Church

Ikemoto, Teiko (3)
Imahara, Paul

Ito, Shirley

Kouchi, Lance
Matsubara, Kathryn

Ando, Ted/Tomiko

Fuijii, Craig/Janet
Furuya, Eric/Lynn
Hanano, Stephen
Hirano, Kelly

Ishii, Donna

Kato, Helen

Kim, June Yaeko

Korin, Edward/Yayoko
Kusano, Asao/Kyoko
Marubayashi, Richard
Murakami, Kyohei/Michie
Nakamura, Arlene
Nakayama, Mary Y.
Noguchi, Hidetaka/Setsuko
Ogata, Jimmy/Linda
Sakahara, Ronald/Annie
Shinmachi, Robert
Taira, Gary/Jane
Tomooka, Roy

Yada, Frank/Joyce

4
M

Imahara, Keiko
Ito Farms Inc.
Kawaguchi Family
Mason, Margaret

Special or Miscellaneous Donations

Anonymous

Hirota, Sachiko

Nishida, Michael/Jill
Ochiai, Alan/Kathy
Paypal Giving Fund
Tokumoto, Claudia
Wakabayashi, Edwin/Lori

Garcia, Joe/Taborga Marcia
Kurashige, Milnes/Noriko
Nishimura, Rodney/Marion
Ohama, Nancy

Takagi, Carol/Noboru
Treseder, Kathleen

In Memory of Mr. Tomio Ito

Agishi, Akiko

Nagayama, Aaron/Karen

In Memory of Mr. Mitsuo Kawaguchi

Mukae, Mikio

Hara, Toshiki/Nancy
Tani, Gordon/Joan

Osako, Tilden/Lisa

Yamashita, Yoko

Hanamatsuri Service Donations Add’l

Arima, Janet/Chase, Steve

Cizmar, Stephen/Karen
Eguchi, Ron/Joyce
Fujimura, Kay/Mary Jane
Fujishige, Beth

Hara, Toshiki/Nancy
Hayashida, Nelson/Janet
Hide, Terry/Cherry

Hirata, Kenneth/Lorene
Hisamoto, Jodi

Hoshino, Seiko

Inafuku, Nancy

Kamimura, Keith/Noreen
Katayama-Johnson, Kelly
Katsumoto, Kaiji

Kodama, Mary

Kubotsu, Daryl T

Kusano, Kirk/Gail

Mabuni, George/Ellen
Miyakawa, Mitsugi/Mutsuko
Nakagawa, Victor/Mary
Nekota, Stephen/Joanne
Nishimura, Rodney/Marion
Noguchi, Hidetaka/Setsuko
Okinishi, Jan Y.

Onishi, Roy/Frances
Osako, Tilden/Lisa

Chaisawasdi,Nicole/

Jaturong
Doami, Koko
Fujimoto, Paul/Miyuki
Fujioka, May

Garcia, Joe/Taborga Marcia
Hayashida, Neal

Hayata, Tomoaki/Dianne
Higashi, Steven/Cheryl
Hiroshima, Richard/Merry
Hori, Susan

Ichikawa, Kazuya/Fusako
Iwashita, Jane

Kaneko, Dan/Noriko
Katsuda, Fred/Jill
Kawamura, Hideo/Jane
Korin, Mitsuko

Kusano, Asao/Kyoko
Kusumi, Shigeki/Sachiko
Maruyama, Alan/Rene
Miyashiro, Isamu
Nakauchi, Steven/Linda
Nishimoto, Kazuko
Nishioka, Shirley

Oishi, Rickio/Dolly
Okura, Gregg/ Iris
Osako, Michiko

Otsuki, Sumio/Chieko

Pollard, James/Hirohama Janis

Ruiz, Patricia
Sakahara, Bill/Janet
Sakakura, Michiko
Shibata, Nancy
Sullenger, Jeanne
Taira, Gary/Jane
Takazumi, Ruby Emiko
Terada, Seiju/Chris
Tokubo, Satoru/Toshiye
Ukegawa, Joni

Uyema, Judy

Wisdom, Vivian
Yamamoto, Susan
Yamaoka, Haruo

Yee, Clifford/Megumi

Saika, Sandra
Sakahara, Ronald/Annie
Sawada, Masako
Shoda, Dan/Jan
Sumioka, Makiko
Takata, Akira/Amy
Tanji, Frank T.

Togashi, Sueko
Tomooka, Robert/Sandra
Urabe, Judith

Waki, Terry/Michiko
Yada, Frank/Joyce
Yamanishi, Louie/lrene
Yamashita, Yoko
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Acknowledgments (continued)

Hanamatsuri 2023 Special Donations Add’l

Arima, Janet/Chase, Steve

Bolander, Robert

Chaisawasdi, Nicole/Jaturong

Doami, Koko

Fujioka, May
Hamamoto, Wendell/Lori
Hayashida, Neal
Hayata, Tomoaki/Dianne
Inenaga, Debby
Iwashita, Jane

Kaneko, Dan/Noriko
Katsumoto, Kaiji
Kawamura, Hideo/Jane
Korin, Mitsuko

Kusano, Asao/Kyoko
Mabuni, George/Ellen
Marutani, Joel K/Wendy
Miyakawa, Mitsugi/Mutsuko

Miyashiro, Isamu
Mizusawa, Steven/Jenny
Nagata, Norman
Nakagawa, Victor/Mary
Nishimoto, Kazuko
Ogawa, Glen/Lynda (2)
Okinishi, Jan Y.

Osako, Michiko

Otsuka, Stella

Ruiz, Patricia

Sawada, Masako
Shoda, Dan/Jan
Sumioka, Makiko

Taira, Gary/Jane
Tomooka, Robert/Sandra
Uyehara, Kane

Wisdom, Vivian

Eguchi, Ron/Joyce
Garcia, Joe/Taborga Marcia
Hara, Toshiki/Nancy
Hayashida, Nelson/Janet
Hide, Terry/Cherry
Inanaga, Glenn/Michiko
Kamimura, Keith/Noreen
Katayama-Johnson, Kelly
Kawafuchi, Glenn/Carolyn
Kimura, Greg/Sandra
Kubota, Laurie/
Osborne, Dwight
Kusumi, Shigeki/Sachiko
Martin, Elliott/Kaycee
Maruyama, Alan/Rene
Miyamoto, Katsuhiro/
Michiko
Miyoda, Margaret
Nagami, Willis/Betty Ann
Nakagawa, Maurice
Nishi, Bobby/Ayano
Nishioka, Shirley
Ohama, Nancy
Okura, Gregg/ Iris
Osako, Tilden/Lisa
Otsuki, Sumio/Chieko
Sakahara, Bill/Janet
Shibata, Nancy
Sorida, Tak/Setsuko
Sun, Helen
Takazumi, Ruby Emiko
Uejo, Charles/Helen
Waki, Terry/Michiko
Yamamoto, Susan

Nokotsudo Maintenance Donations

Anonymous
Mason, Margaret
Tanaka, Gordon

Osaisen Donations

Anonymous
Suzuki, Ronald/Kyoko

L
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Korin, Mitsuko
Morris, Sirima
Wisdom, Vivian

Sakahara, Karin
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OCBC Building Fund Donations

OCBC greatly appreciates and acknowledges the following
donation to the Building Fund. This contribution will be
applied to several major projects planned for 2023 and
2024.

DONATIONS IN MARCH
Jeanie Shimozono
In honor of Paul and Joyce Fuijita

In Gassho,
Doug Ilwanaga
Building Fund Treasurer
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Bingo 2023 was a huge success and the Bingo Committee would like to thank the
Sangha, Sponsors, Donors and the many volunteers for their attendance and contributions
throughout the event.

2023 BINGO SPONSORS

SPECIAL LUNCH SPONSORS

Gonsaku & Mine Ito Family Miyamoto Family (2)
SPECIAL DONORS
Jay Hosoda OCBC Endowment Fund MUFG Union Bank
BINGO EVENT SPONSORS

Donna Fujishige Maruyama & Friends
Glenn & Michiko Inanaga OCO Club
Rotary Club of Orange County/LA

TABLE SPONSORS

Arima & Friends Sakamoto Family Tomodachi Bento #1
Friends of Nancy Sagawa Seki & Friends Tomodachi Bento #2
OCBC Midori Express Sue Togashi & Friends Winston Shigenaga & Family
Ocean’s 9 Suzuki & Hara Yamanishi/Hsieh Families
Pit Crew T578 Booster Club
BLACKOUT GAME SPONSORS
Mark and Lana Arima Art & Margie Mio & Family
Daion Taiko Gilbert & Penny Nishimura

Kevin & Candice Gomez

GAME SPONSORS

Adult Buddhist Association Nelson & Janet Hayashida
Buddhist Women’s Association Jim Pollard & Janis Hirohama
Cub Scouts Linda & Alan Ishibashi
Dharma School Doug lwanaga
Boys 4th Grade OCBC Cobras Howard & Karen Nakagiri
Boys éth Grade OCBC Asteroids Gilbert and Penny Nishimura (2]
Boys 7th Grade OCBC Supersonics Bill & Janet Sakahara
Girls 10th Grade Lightning Boltz Ron & Kyoko Suzuki
Girls 12th Grade Wasabi Warriorettes Gordon & Joan Tani
Festival Committee Terada Family
Project Kokoro Reverend Jon & Linda Turner
Tessho & Joy Aoyama Tricom Quest - Wendell & Lori Hamamoto (2)
Calvin & Lynn Chang Reverend Dr. Mutsumi Wondra

Kay & Mary Jane Fujimura

Many Organizations and indivduals contributed to the success of the event:

ABA, OCBC Sports, Boy Scout Troop 578, Cub Scout Pack 578, Daion Taiko, OCBC Pickleball,
BWA, Project Kokoro, OCBC Girl Scout Troops, Sangha Teens, Jr. YBA,
A/V - David Ckino/Alan Maruyama, M/C - Rodney Ueno
and the many other volunteers that helped that day!

Thank you also to all cur generous Silent Auction, Pop-A-Balloon, Table Prize and Monetary Donors.
Everyone’s contributions and hard work helped to make the 2023 Bingo Event a great success!

oe@ In Gassho,
9 2023 Bingo Committee
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@ 7 8:00-10:30am
éi‘(’\\ OCBC Social Hall
‘ $6.00 per person

Mothers are complimentary!
" Hosted by Jr. YBA

Please rsvp on google form by May 6th
https:/forms.gle/MYHqQAgEAbs3vSuGS6

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL SERVICE
Hybrid Format with Guest Speaker

GOTAN-E

Sunday, May 21, 2023 - 10:00 AM

Guest Speaker: Rev. Hironobu Shoju
EKO Temple, Dusseldorf, Germany
Recorded Messages in English and Japanese

Luncheon in Social Hall
hosted by OCBC Board of Directors



https://forms.gle/MYHqAgEAbs3vSuGS6
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with!@rangelCounty/BuddhistiChurch
L GlLittleflokyoiHistoricaliSociety!

ES8

May 13th, 2023

Screening of award-winning short film 1PM
909 S Dale Ave

"Lil Tokyo Reporter" followed by book talk Anaheim, CA 92804 |
discussing "A Rebel's Outcry," biography =
on Issei Civil Rights Leader Sei Fuijii.
Panel includes Academy Award® Winner
Chris Tashima, Acclaimed Actress Keiko Agena, =
Filmmaker/Publisher Jeffrey Gee Chin, with "

Filmmaker Paul Daisuke Goodman as MC.

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Featuring: LIL TOKYO REPFORTER & A REBEL’S DUTCRY
Save e $5/Adult

D AT E $3/Student

(Pay at the door)

9.13.23 1:00pm - 4:00pm

#SanghaStrong
connection. culture. communi‘ry. social.media@orangecountybuddhist.org
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2023 CHIBIKO BASKETBALL

The Orange County Buddhist Church Sports Group will conduct its 30th Chibiko Basketball Program
in person at OCBC.

This program will teach children fundamental skills including stretching, conditioning, footwork, ball
handling, passing, shooting, defense, and offense. Most importantly this program emphasizes
making new friends and having fun.

The Program runs 6 weeks tentatively scheduled for 1:00 to 3:00 pm*.
June 4, 11, 18, 25; July 9th and 23th
*may split into two sessions depending on amount of participants

Eligible children are

(A) 5 years old before or on June 4, 2023, or

(B) in kindergarten, or

(C)in 1st grade, or

(D) in 2nd or 3rd grade and have not played in SEYO, CYC, CBO, JAO.

The deadline for completing this application is May 14, 2023.

Enrollment will be conducted on a first-come, first-serve basis. After submitting your application,
an auto-reply emdail will be sent with your application answers. This email will serve as your
enrollment confirmation. Placement of children onto teams will be done at the Director's
discretion — Special requests will not be accepted.

The cost is $50 for OCBC sustaining family memlber children or $60 for non-member children. The
cost includes a T-shirt, basketball, party and trophy at the end of the program. Payments will be

accepted by check or credit card.

Health & Safety - The program will adhere to current OCBC Covid protocols. The safety and health
of the children will always be considered the main priority.

Register Here: 2023 Chibiko Application form

See the Chibiko Promo Video: htips://animoto.com/play/r8zHusyxSOtpi?ywl?izZg

For more information, email: chibiko@orangecountybuddhist.org



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9t8KFPVCOqFkpfzeFChSaGpPLv0_jFKs76ul9alPPSn7f1g/viewform
https://animoto.com/play/r8zHusyxSOtpi9ywl9fzZg
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éi'k\s
€5 & p‘ié 909 S. Dale Avenue * Anaheim, CA 92804 * Phone (714) 827-95%0 * www.ocbuddhist.org * OCBC909@ ocbuddhist.org
W, 5 OCBC Ministerial Scholarship Fund

February 1, 2023

Dear Sangha Members and Friends:

Thank you for your generous donations to the Orange County Buddhist Church Ministerial Scholarship
Fund for the campaign year 2021-2022. As you know, your support has helped to educate many of our
OCBC ministers, ministerial candidates, and minister’s assistants as well as ministers and ministerial
candidates outside of OCBC. Your continued support will help encourage and ensure the spread of the
Dharma.

Our BCA Bishop Rev. Harada recently expressed concern over BCA’s dwindling number of available
ministers. Within the past year, we had several ministers retire, pass away, or take a leave of absence,
assists in the cost of training future BCA Ministers. The Ministerial Scholarship provides aid in tuition,
books and training materials that assist in spreading the Dharma. These include supporting Ministerial
Candidates from OCBC, Vista, and other temples. We are happy that our scholarship supported Ellen
Crane for her graduation thesis for the Masters of Buddhist Studies Degree at the Institute of Buddhist
Studies. She received her Kyoshi certification in Japan and is now serving OCBC as a volunteer minister.
We also awarded a scholarship to Sterling Davenport, a Vista candidate enrolled in IBS for Kyoshi
certification. Additionally, we donated to the IBS Scholarship Fund to help current IBS students. And
we are fortunate to have three active Minister’s Assistants, Ann Nakahira, Janet Arima, and Teresa
Shimogawa that will need training and we look forward to supporting them.

The committee, under Rick Oishi, still has much work to do. Let’s continue to encourage and support
ministerial candidates. We may find it necessary to provide support to qualified ministerial candidates
and ministerial assistant candidates outside of OCBC. Together, we will work to ease the ministerial
shortage not only for our temple but for temples throughout the BCA.

Please consider a contribution made payable to the “OCBC Ministerial Scholarship Fund.” The fund is
managed separately from all other OCBC funds, and donations can be made at any time throughout
the year. Again, thank you for supporting the training of new ministers to continue spreading the
teaching of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.

Gassho,
Rev. Dr. Mutsumi Wondra Rev. Jo urner
Minister Mini
P //?:. ~
( S . N
Rick Qishi

Ministerial Scholarship Chair
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{:) EVERYDAY BUDDHIST

Study Buddhism
Anytime, Anywhere.

Designed for both new seekers and long-term
practitioners, Everyday Buddhist can guide you
in developing o contemporary and authentic
Buddhist understanding for a deeper life,

Learn With
EVERYDAYBUDDHIST.ORG

OCBC's WEEKLY VWWHEEL PODCAST IS HERE!

THE WEEKLY WHEEL PODCAST WILL BRING THE DHARMA
DIRECTLY TO YOUR FAVORITE PODCAST PLAYER!

e  MEDITATION

e  CHANTING

e  DHARMA MESSAGE

e  SPECIAL ToPICS & DISCUSSIONS

YOU CAN FIND THE WEEKLY WHEEL ONLINE AT:

B o 1 © spotiny RIS

SOUNDCLOUD
ITUNES PODCASTS GOOGLE PODCASTS SPOTIFY PODCASTS SOUND CLOUD

WEBSITE:  Sound Cloud.com/weeklywheel
E-MAIL:  WeeklyWheel@OCBuddhist.org


https://everydaybuddhist.org
https://soundcloud.com/weeklywheel
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WANTED: RUNNING ORNOT

CARS, VANS, AND TRUCKS
We handle all DMV paperwork! Free pick up! No cost to you!

To expedite your vehicle donation, please fill out and mail this form to OCBC, 909 S. Dale Ave,
Anaheim, CA 92804, or e-mail to hello@orangecountybuddhist.org, or call the information into
the office at (714) 827-9590. To download the form, go to www.orangecountybuddhist.org. At
the top right of the webpage, click on the “Support” tab, scroll down and click the “Vehicle
Donation” box. To download the form, click & {download icon) at the top right.

Your donation may be tax deductible. Please consult your tax advisor. Proceeds from your
donation will help support community services and activities of Orange County Buddhist Church
(OCBC).

Name

Your Address/City/Zip

Location of Vehicle {if different)

Contact Info: Home Ph Cell Ph Email

Type of Vehicle: Year Make Model

Vehicle ldentification # (VIN)

Vehicle License # Odometer Reading

Do you have the Title, Pink Slip? Yes [] No [ Name on Title:

Does the vehicle run?  Yes L1 No [

Comments

How did you hear about the program? Today’s Date

Thank you for your consideration in making a donation to the

Orange County Buddhist Church Endowment Fund


https://orangecountybuddhist.org
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Want faster, easier membership? Visit www.orangecountybuddhist.org/membership ‘

“1172<1 0CBC MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please complete the following form to apply for Membership
Note: OCBC Membership is January - December @

STEP 1: MEMBERSHIP LEVEL

Single Member/Parent:

Single Member (Young Adult): 18 to 30 years old | 566
First-year Single Member: Over 30 years old (and any dependent children, up to 25 yrs. old) | $150
Sustaining Senior Member: Long time OCBC supporter, 85 years or older - $164
Sustaining Member: One adult (and any dependent children, up to 25 yrs. old) ] $264
Sustaining Kansha Member: One adult, (and any dependent children, up to 25 yrs. old). | $600
Special membership opportunity to provide additional financial support to OCBC. —
Family: .
First-year Families: Two adults over 30 years old (and any dependent children, up to 25 yrs. old) | $300
Sustaining Senior: Two adults, Long time OCBC supporters, 85 years or older $328
Sustaining Family: Two adults (and any dependent children, up to 25 yrs. old) | $528
Sustaining Kansha Family: Two adults (and any dependent children, up to 25 yrs. old). | $1200

Special membership opportunity to provide additional financial support to OCBC.

STEP 2: MEMBER INFORMATION *Please provide email so that we may email you your receipt

Name [ ]1Address changed [ | Membership changed
City State Zip

Phone Home: Cell:

Email For Office Use Only:
Family Membership Information Received by:

Spouse Name Quick-Book Entry by:
Spouse Home: Cell: Database Entry by:
Email BCA Entry by:

Child Name

Child Name Date:

Child Name Date:
Emergency Contact Date:

Name: Phone: Date:

Regular reminder notices will not be sent to those who pay quarterly

Orange County Buddhist Church
909 South Dale Avenue
Anaheim, CA 92804

Send membership form and check to:

Mark or note on your check: Method of Payment:
[ 1Check No. (Make check payable to OCBC)
Quarterly Annually [ ]1Credit card ( go to orangecountybuddhist.org)

Want faster, easier membership? Visit www.orangecountybuddhist.org/membership



https://orangecountybuddhist.org/membership
https://orangecountybuddhist.org/membership
https://orangecountybuddhist.org

May 2023 CALENDAR

2023 # 5B HLvrY-—

Calendar Subject to Change! Please check our website. For all ONLINE services please log on to www.orangecountybuddhist.org and follow the links.

H SUN A MON * TUE 2 WED A THU # FRI -+ SAT
30 1 2 3 4 5 6
8:30 AM - HEFH 11:30 AM - OFFICE CLOSED | 9:00 AM — {in person) 9:00 AM - (in person)
Mindfulness Service (in person) Monday Service Project Kokoro Crafts Tai chi Class 4:30 PM - Shotsuki Hoyo
10:00 AM — &4 12:00 PM - 3 ~ B & 12:30 PM — (in person) Monthly Memorial Service
Family Service (hybrid) Senior LunchMork Party Dana Games/Pickleball (in person)
11:00 AM —Adult Discussion &
Dharma School (in person) 7:00 PM — Zoom
Mindfulness Service
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:30 AM - HE7H OFFICE CLOSED | 9:00 AM — {in person) 9:00 AM - (in person)
Mindfulness Service (in person) Project Kokoro Crafts Tai chi Class
10:00 AM - Zfe3, 2 6:00 PM - BEC 12:30 PM — (in person)
Family Service (hybrid) Book Club Dana Games/Pickleball
11:00 AM —Adult Discussion &
Dharma School (in person) 7:00 PM —Zoom
Mindfulness Service
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
No Mindfulness Service OFFICE CLOSED | 9:00 AM - (in person) 9:00 AM - (in person)
§:00 AM - Mother's Day Pancake Project Kokoro Crafts Tai chi Class
Breakfast 12:30 PM — (in person)
10:30 AM - R4 6:00 PM — Zoom Dana Games/Pickleball
Family Service (hybrid) BEC Book Club
No Adult Discussion or Dharma 7:00 PM — Zoom
School Mindfulness Service
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10:00 AM - FFEFLIE OFFICE CLOSED 9:00 AM - (in person) 9:00 AM — (in person)
Gotan-e Service and Hatsumairi Project Kokoro Crafts Tai chi Class
Hybrid {In Person/Online) 12:30 PM - (in person)
-Rev. Hironobu Shoju, Eko-iji, Dana Games/Pickleball
Dusseldorf, Germany
7:00 PM — Zoom
Mindfulness Service
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
No Mindfulness or Family Services 9:40 AM - OFFICE CLOSED | 9:00 AM — (in person) 9:00 AM — (in person)
No Adult Discussion Memorial Day Service Project Kokoro Crafts Taichi Class 4:30 PM — Shotsuki Hoyo
12:30 PM - (in person) Monthly Memorial Service
MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE Cemetery Visitations Dana Games/Pickleball (in person)
See Schedule in Korin and
OCBC Website 7:00 PM — Zoom
Mindfuiness Service

Zoom Mindfulness Service sigh up
Use cell phone camera, focus on the QR
code then tap link that appears.

BEC Book Club Sign up
Use cell phone camera, focus on the QR
code then tap link that appears.



https://orangecountybuddhist.org



